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7 PICTORIAL WARNINGS UM Cii-

SRETTE PACKS

Tobacco gurus
brace for striking back

Siatina Magbool

Islamabad

Representatives of the tobacco in-
dustry are scheduled to meet the
director general implementation
of the Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control (FCTC) here to-
day;(Thursday) to demand an ex-
tension in the January I, 2010
Hehdline for incorporation of pic-
torial health warnings on cigarette
packs and outers, credible sources
informed ‘The News' here on
Wednesday.

Rumours are also rife in health
circles ahout the tobaceo Indus-
try's intention to persuade the
Ministry of Health against the use
of shocking and fear-arousing
photographs and to settle on
graphics and images that are
‘mild" and ‘light" — deceptive
terms, which the industry itsell
prints on cigarette packs to mis-
lead consumers and to promote
the false impression that hrands
with such inscriptions offer lower
tar exposure and risk, compared
to other varicties. Such terms
have the potential to influence
health-concerned smokers to de-
lay or prevent quitting.

The meeting will be attended hy
DG Implementation FCTC and
head of the Tobacco Control Cell
Shaheen Masud, health education
advisor Mazhar Nisar, and Abdus
Sattar Chaudhry. The tobacco In-
dustry will have its point of articu-
lated by representatives of Pakistan
Tobacco Company and Lakson To-
bacco Company The tobacco in-

dustry, which is adept in the art of
getting decisions manoewvred in its
favour, will understandably leave
no stone unturned to curtail the
logses that It is likely to incur in the
wake of the bold mmeasures an-
nounced by the government to
control tobacco use in Pakistan.

The choice of photographs to
be used on cigarette packs and
outers is doubtlessly one crucial
area where the powerful industry
will demand concessionary treat-
ment. Moreover, it will also want
to buy time to be able to delay the
incorporation of pictures and
graphics on cigarette packs and
outers. Today's meeting with the
tobacco industry will be a litmus
test of the Ministry of Health's sin-
cerity towards the cause of to-
bacco control,

As the Minister for Health Mir

Ajjaz Hussain Jakhrani progresses
in the direction of personally holt-
ing the doors of the (wo desig
nated smoking lounges in the Par-
liament House, he must also pon-
der over the rationale hehind rep-
resentatives of the tohacco indus-
try freely interacting with officials
of the Ministry of Health to impact
decisions taken in the inferest of
public health.

“What is the need for the Min-
istry of Health to encourage inter-
action with the tobacco industry
when hoth are working at tangent
to cach other,” an anti-tobacco ac-
tivist questioned. He continued hy
citing examples of numerous conn-
tries including Hong Kong, which,
unlike Pakistan, have barred thei
ministries of health from interact
ing with the tobacco industry.

If the World Health Organisa-
tion can prohibit its stafl from
meeting persons associated with
the tobacco industry, why can’t
the Ministry of Health institute
similar curbs? In an illl(-rc'sliln;;
developmient, one of the (ohacco
giants operating in Islamabad has
appointed its "tobacco guru’ work-
ing in Indonesia, as the head of
government and media relations
in Pakistan to counter the blitz of
negative media and continuing on-
slaught of the regulators against
the tobacco industry.

The decision is said to have
heen taken in view of the com-
pany’s frustration with the wining
influence of retired senior hurean-
crats working for it against hefty
salaries.




